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Thanks Madam Chair, allow me to first complement the Secretary General on extremely 
insightful reports on the funding of operational activities of the UN Development System 
(UNDS) along with Quadrennial Comprehensive Policy Review (QCPR) and the state of South- 
South and Triangular Cooperation.  India associates itself with the statement delivered by the 
distinguished representative of Thailand, on behalf of the G-77. 

Madam Chair, 

While we welcome the significant strides made by UN Development System (UNDS) and its 
agencies in recent years, we also appreciate the need for the UNDS to continue to adapt and 
respond to evolving challenges and opportunities for development cooperation. QCPR should 
provide long-term strategic guidance vis-à-vis the 2030 Agenda for the UNDS for the years 
ahead. A number of policy implications can be identified for UNDS from the framework of 
Sustainable Development Agenda because of its universal applicability with a longer time 
horizon to the increasingly global nature of development challenges. Integration with Agenda 
2030 would require a system-wide interlinkages, interoperability and synergy among the each 
agency of the UNDS for those to harmonize with each other and also to go together with 
private actors. 

Madam Chair, 

For India, the two main pillars for QCPR would be its strict adherence to the 2030 Agenda with 
an unrelenting resolve to eradicate poverty and its practicality - not seeking to create a 
complex and over-detailed system. Member States should be able to count on a coherent, 
effective and efficient system UN system that is focused on those functions it is uniquely 
qualified to deliver, based on solid intergovernmental guidance, and supported with 
predictable and adequate volume of flexible resources. 



Madam Chair, 

It is equally important that the fundamental principles of national ownership and leadership, 
and deference to national development priorities must be the pivots around which UN 
development activities are modeled and implemented, and the programming activities 
therefore, needs to be harmonized with the budgetary and planning cycles of recipient 
Governments. 

Madam Chair, 

The construct of South-South & Triangular Cooperation requires that developing countries 
have the policy space for their own development. It is distinct from that of North-South 
development cooperation, with the clear understanding that South-South Cooperation can 
complement North-South Cooperation but cannot substitute or dilute the obligation and 
quantum of North-South cooperation. Now that the developing countries have 
wholeheartedly supported the Agenda 2030 and Paris Agreement, UN development system 
must facilitate South-South cooperation by channelizing adequate resources and technology, 
while applying South- South approaches in its global, regional and country programmes.  

Madam Chair,  

The 2030 agenda speaks adequately of the developmental aspirations of the south. To 
facilitate the evolving narrative in the wake of adoption of agenda, India organized an 
international conference on South-South Cooperation in New Delhi on 10-11 March 2016 which 
brought together all stakeholders to deliberate. South-South Cooperation is an important 
aspect of India’s foreign policy especially our engagement with developing partners. India- 
Africa Forum Summit and Forum for India-Pacific Islands Cooperation (FIPIC) Summit last year 
have resulted in new impetus being imparted to the projects, trade and other cooperative 
endeavors. Prime Minster Mr. Narendra Modi spoke about its core ideals while inaugurating 
the India-Africa summit last year in New Delhi. He said and I quote “It is a partnership beyond 
strategic concerns and economic benefits. It is formed from the emotional bonds we share and 
solidarity we feel for each other”.  India has a unique experience in nation-building given our 
large, diverse and complex reality. Our approach to South-South Cooperation has been 
therefore to share this experience and knowledge in a spirit of solidarity with countries from 
the South treading similar paths of socio-economic development. The national initiatives such 
as Make in India, Digital India, Swachch Bharat, Skill India, Smart Cities, etc. directly reflect the 
spirit of Agenda 2030. Such a confluence opens new opportunities to enhance and further 
deepen development cooperation with partner countries under South-South Cooperation. 

In concluding, Madam Chair, let me once again reassure you of India's strong support and 
steadfast commitment to continue sharing our development experience and expertise with our 
fellow developing countries.  

 I thank you. 

***** 


